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PROSPERITY A SOURCE or CONSOLATION 
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32 | 
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By HEN RY WA RE, 
| PASTOR OF A 5 IN Hxsckax. Ya 
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Bleſſed be 4 Lok D, Who hath not given us as a ſe to their T eeth. 
The Snare is broken and we are efcaped. 


That I may ſee the Good of of Py that I may rejoice in the Gladneſs 


of thy Nation. 
| 'D AVID. 
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PSA M CXLVIL 12, 13, & 14 ver. 
PRAISE THE LORD, 0 JaxUSALBd ; PRAISE THY 
Gop, O Zlox. Cs 5 1 
Fok HE HATH STRENGTHENED THE Bars or Tay 


Garss : H HATH BLESSED THY Curtoren 
WITHIN THEE. 


Hs MAKETH Pract 1 IN THY Pa ad AND FILLETH 
THEE WITH THE FINEST OF THE WHEAT. 


_—_ ny eee > 


1 H E occaſion, my chriſtian friends, which 
calls us together this day to the houſe of 
God, is equally important and joyous ; and 
the obſervance of this day by the whole people of 
united America, i in public expreſſions of gratitude to 
God for important national bleſſings, exhibits to the 


imagination a moſt magnificent and intereſting ſcene. 


Io aid us in contemplations ſuited to the occaſion, 
” have ſelected the paffage of en which has 


now been read. ” 


It may be applied, perhaps, with as friking Pro- 
priety to the preſent circumſtances of the inhabitants 5 
of this country, as it ever could be to thoſe of any 
people, ſince its original application, by the ſacred 
penman, to the fituation of the children of Iſrael, at 

2 time of great proſperity. In 


cription in the text. 


8 citizens.“ 


9 7 8 
8727 


* - he A; 


10 As Preſident's vroctannation for this Up" we 


have a repreſentation of the preſent condition of the 
United States, which remarkably correſponds, in its 
leading features, with the elegant and ſublime deſ- 


He maketh peace, faith the Phatmil, ; in thy bers. 

| The Preſident, in the preamble to the proclamation, 
1 peaks of © our exemption hitherto from foreign war, 
« and an increaſing proſpect of the continuance of 
« that exemption,” The Pſalmiſt ſays, He hath 
F rengthened the bars of thy gates. The Preſident takes 
notice of © the great degree of internal tranquility 
« we have enjoyed, and the recent confirmation of 
45 that tranquility, by the ſuppreſſion of an inſurrec- - 
« tion which ſo wantonly threatened ĩt. And parallel . 
to the words of the text, He bath bleſſed thy children 


within thee, and filleth thee with the fineſt of the wheat, A 
are thoſe of the proclamation, which remind us of 


« the happy courſe of our public affairs in general, 7 
«and the unexampled e of all claſſes of our 


On account of ſuch i important public bleſſings, the 
children of Iſrael are called upon to expreſs their 
gratitude to God. Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem, 
praiſe thy God, O Zion! Andi in « circumſtances which 

* ſo peculiarly mark our ſituation with indications of 
e the divine beneficence towards ug” we are reminded 
in the proclamation of our duty as a people, with 
cc devout 
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W << devout. reverence, and affectionate gratitude; to 
= < acknowlege our many and great obligations to 
W Alrſhcy God, and to implore him to continue 
10 « and confirm the bleſſings we experience.? 
5 That we may know the extent of our obligations, 
= and have feelings awakened anſwerable to them wt 
us now take a particular view of that ſtate of proſ— 
I perity, which, at this day, marks the condition of the 
3 United States; the general outlines of which are ſo 
| juſtly ſketched | in the proclamation. , 
The baſis of all our public happineſs are N 5 


che conſtitutions of government under which we live ; 
which, in a degree perhaps never before experienced 
in any country, © unite, and by their union eſtabliſh, 

he with order,” % | ed Wes. 
In other countries, * has halls langoiſhed 8 
under a ſyſtem of corruption, or been cruſhed beneath | 
the arm of arbitrary power; or elſe the facial. order 

: has become the victim, of. faction; and /iberly has 
: 55 degenerated into a licentiouſneſs, more dreadful in its 
operation, and more oppreſſive j in its effects than ang 
other ſyſtem of r 
The conſtitution of the United States, ny thoſe 
of the ſeveral ſtates which compoſe the Union, are 
7 formed on purely republican principles. They were 

ich 5 | the deliberate act of the people,—intended to ſecure 


; of W their rights, by guarding, on the one hand, againſt 
led Wl encroachment and oppreſſion by perſons inveſted 


with 
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wit civil power pan; on the other, gain 
num berleſs evils, which muſt reſult from a relapſe 
to Ticentiouſneſs and diſorder. And they 
embrace the two great objects of government, aſe. 
curity of rights to — and of OED wo 
| _ and order to fociety. 


— with the richeſt; in reſpect to the protection 


our rulers are from among ourſelves; and that they 
dq o not derive their ſtations from birth, or any adven- 
titious circumſtances, but are raiſed to office by the 
by fuffrages of the people ; that they enjoy no heredi- 


8 ſervants of the people, —accountable to them for 


appily 


Under theſe wandte Sey man n Ee _— 


rern and feels an honeſt independence, while he 


ebnducts confiſtently with the general good, and does 
not contravene the rights of others. The pooreſt 
er of the community is conſcious of a perfect 


' pets on, and the ſecurity of his property. And 


der the conſtitution of this Com- 


| ape with fo exceptions, and under that of 
the United States without any, he is taught to feel 
his imp 

His having an equal voice in the election of perſons 

to hold the moſt important offices of government, 
ali by being himſelf, en with by range _ 
17 to the firſt offices. 36 


. ance as a member of the body politic, by 


I. f is a great excellency of our government, that 


tary diſtinction, or right of domination; that they are 


their 
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Oiurr conſtitutions of go 


al advantages, a 
dlal and domeſt 
Next to the glorious able of our government, 
5 «the preſervation of our peace foreign and domeſtic,” 
e continue to enjoy its bleſſings, be claim 5 
5 Wee of gratitude to che G0 f Peace. 
In order juſtly to eſtimate the bleſſing of peace 
| ane the preſent day, and in the 

preſent poſture of affairs, it ĩs neceſſary for us to lend 


v3 by which we 


t T. 


che 1 TY vxhe offices in which they are placed ] 
by? their voice, and liab 


le to be diſplaced, if they are 
eglect *heir duty, or betray their truſt. 


wi. honey; 


our land, and the admiration and envy of the friends 
treedom in other countries. Imperfections they 


doubtleſs have in common with all other productions 
1 * ee wiſdom; yet ſuch is, notwithſtanding, 


eir intrinſic excellence and real importance, that 
contemplation of them this day - may with the 


We greateſt propriety fill with ſatisfaction our hearts, -who 
are fo deeply intereſted -in the 
_ praiſe to the benign Author of all good ; inaſmuch 
; as they lay the foundation of all our civil and politi- 5 


and are the ſource of moſt of « our r ſo- - 


1 


7 
8 


4 "© i 
. felici ity. Fin 4 „ + /> 43 4 3 
5 7 . 


ur attention to the circumſtances Which have, for 
ſome time, endangered i its ex nene. 


, 3 )) —T:..... 1 BY 


overniment, under which all | 
y* equal rights; by having equal protection of 
perſdns and ſecurĩty of property, and by being equal- 
12 ſented in rhe\adniniſtration, are the glory of 


„ and our lips with 


. 


. graced the glorious cauſe in which France was en- 


tw 1 


e 5 in the courſe o 


paſt, have concurred to embarraſs our internal affairs, 
and to render our ſituation with foreign ie ex- 
rremely delicate. and critical. 6 Gen HU 
The war, which: has been carried on with fo much 
zeal and obſtinacy berween France c and ſeveral ofthe. 4 
European powers com 
independence, b not, from the nature of the 
thing, be unintereſting to this country. our- 
ſelves, ſo lately, made a Em ſucceſsful ſac- 
rifice in the cauſe of liberty, it was natural ſor us to 
rejoice to ſee the principles. of freedom extending 
their influence. And we could not but behold witb 
5 peculiar e the ardent and reſolute exertions 5 
for freedom in a, large and powerful nation with. 
which we were in all 


n 


ance: and which had long groan. ; 
ed under as refined and ſyſtematic deſpotiſm, as, per- 
haps, ever exiſted in the world. And, prop rtioned 
to our ſatisfaction in the efforts mas by the! French = 
nation to ſhake off the fetters of ſlavery, and recover 
their freedom, was our indignation at the unprovok= 
ed, and unreaſonable interference of a wicked com- 
bination in her internal concerns. And as ſineer ly 
as we lamented the exceſſes, which, till lately, dif- 


gaged; and as much as we deteſted the ſanguinary 
meaſures purſued by a faction within her ; the 
American e had. die * to know. 


ſſes were not to be attributed to the 
1 * in which ſhe was engaged ; and they had can. 
8 dour enough to trace them to their true ſource, 
. | They. knew that great * convulſions were inevitable in 
1 ſo great a revolution, and that violent meaſures were 
de be expected in the exertions of a people, who were 
1 Z engaged with zeal and reſolution in cruſhing an an- 

W cient and eſtabliſhed tyranny ; and fill felt the deep- 
ett reſentment againſt thoſe, who had been the inſtru. 
ments of their oppreſſion, and who, they naturally 
ſuppoſed, were wiſhing to prolong it. They were 
aware, beſides, that the open invaſion of France by 

1 the combined powers, and their ſecret intrigues in 
= the heart of the country, by exaſperating the friends 


units -weelTbe 


* $4 


of, the revolution, by ſowing jealouſies and diſtruſt | 
among the leaders of it, and fomenting faction in 
every form through the nation, were the principal 5 
- | cauſes, to. which were to be imputed the ſhocking | 
W {ccncs, which caſt a deep ſhade over the dawn 
freedom in that country, _ | N 
The American people, is in general, have wiſhed 
well to the cauſe of the French, through every ſtage 
of the revolution; at the fame time that they had to 
lament it ſhould be the occaſion of ſo much incidental 
miſery aud duch OY nn of wanton W gh 
: 3 This i of thie Aa to the dei of OE, 
dhe F rench, — perhaps by individuals too 
_ RE 5 F | frongly 


to 1 us to rey an n active 8 


7 eontibined: powers, and hight probably * 
: ſion of the unfriend y and hoſtile” moc 
5 * toward us by the Britiſh court. N 


5 tion to draw \ us into the war, which chrough | 
of an intriguing miniſter had neatly proved effectual 
While by another we were provoked by various imfufts, 

5 5 and by acts of robbery, outrage, and Y HONEY + Ti 
1 TER to unſheath the ſword. ꝙ)2vë/ .d. eons 


| of thoſe, who wiſhed 0 us to take Part with them in the 
war, in ſucha manner as to preſerve at the fame time 
their friendſhip and confidence; and to ſipport our 
national conſequence with thoſe, who Had grofsly 1 in- 
ſulted and injured us, without drawing the ſword to 
gp reſent the inſulr, and ſeek ſatisfaction for the injury ; 
? required in our government more wildom and ad- 
dress, and more coolneſs and moderation united with 

. firmneſs, chan generally fall to the lot of men, to 

P | whom are - entruſted the affairs of nations. ernte 


; as to avoid taking a fide in the European War was 
7 Increaſed By ſeveral ny circurhſtances : a 
8 * . 910 


„ 
| fiwngly and poinitedly; for u neutral Power; operated $ 
as an encouragement to them to employ every effort 
5 part in en Acad | 


e of treatment 


Thus were we expoſed to the attempts of one na- 
the arts 


Io defeat the views and dur the expeAations 
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And the difficulty of conducting in kuchen manner 
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ere Ee were ſome. men among us ſo regardleſs of 


| = ſelfiſh views, as to rejoice in the proſpect of war, 


from the hope of riſing to wealth by the calamities 
of their country. There were with us, as there are 


in all countries; men who are impatient of the linger- 
: ing proceſs of induſtry and regular buſineſs to make 
their fortune. To ſuch men war reſents the moſt 
= taſcinating proſpects. Having, be ore their eyes, ex. 
amples of enormous eſtates very eaſily and rapidly 
5 amaſſed, in the conrle of the late revolution i in this 
country, by privateering, and various kinds of ſpecu- 
= lation, which war, and its conſequence, a general 
derangement of affairs, never fail to preſent ; they 
dream of nothing but war and revolution: and 
| nothing will fatisfy their avaricious deſires, till 4 5 
war they can be furniſhed with an eaſy and expe- | 

ditious way of rifing to opulence; or by producing 

internal confuſion, and effecting a change in the or- : 

der of things, they can avail themſel ves of the gene 


ral convulſion and ſhift of N to ſecure an am- 


Tos os ſhare to themſelves. T Mn 4:4] 


2 Characters of this deſcription abbunded! i in every 


E part. of the Union; and they were not deficient in 
cxertions, nor very ſcrupulous in their meaſures, to 
6 engage others with them in the cauſes 05D e 


They were joined by all the reſtleſs, ambitious, 


4 co and. Aae res . bo, 28 abilities 


which rendered ther 3 but wanting thoſe 
virtues which beget reſpect and confidence i in man- | 
kind, had been defeated in their afnbitious and aſ- 
Les views by the good ſenſe and caution of the 
people. Stimulated at once by ambition, chagrin 
and reſentment, theſe men were ready to join in 2 
meaſure, which furniſhed ſo alluring a proſpect of 
producing a revolution in government, or changing a 
the preſent order of things in ſuch a manner, as to 
give them an enen of . to eminence and 
diſtinction. Fe) | 


Some were advocates Fog: war r from 3 an opinion 1 


that the national honour required i it. Some, becauſe 
they cheriſhed an old grudge againſt Great-Britain, 
and, without attending well to the probable conſe. . 
eee of the meaſure, were ready to ſeize on any 
opportunity to manifeſt their reſentment. And g 
Gert there were, who thought this country obliged, 
either by treaty or by the principle of gratitude, to 
| engage actively with France in her conteſt againſt | 
the enemies of her freedom and independence. 5 
1 happened unfortunately that within the United . I 
States were many citizens deeply indebted to Britiſh 3 
merchants. A rupture with Great- Britain preſent. 
eld a certain proſpect of either an entire extinction of of 


thoſe debts, or at leaſt a delay of the term of pay- 5 


ment. And we cannot but lament that the language 
5 . — meaſures N by ſome influen- 
tial 


7 

= tial hes of Congreſs were "Ys as to ate, 
em to the ſuſpicion of acting under the influence of 
. this conſideration. Candour, however, and a regard 
Y to the honour of our country would lead us.to hope, 
1 | that no man, entruſted with a ſhare i in the manage- N 
2 ment of our national concerns, would adviſe to mea- 
10 ſures obviouſly tending to involve the whole country. - 
in a fuinous war, for the ſake of relieving ſome in- 
WH dividuals, in the ſlate to which he belonged, f from 
5 | the neceſſity of paying their juſt debts. 
= The ſeveral characters and deſcriptions of men 
which have been mentioned, beſides their own direct 
exertions, had their ſeveral ſpheres of influence ; and- - 
being joined i in their meaſures by the diſorderly, the 
diſcontented, the enemies of the Federal Government, 
and thoſe who were diſaffected: on account of its 
155 general operation, or particular parts of its admini- 
8 | tration, they a N a Oy” eee, faction 
” in „ 07 0h $101 SET Bene 
W The more effecually to avcanphs i Heir d 
5 they inſtituted ſocieties in imitation of the jam 
1 clubs in France ; and in order to ſtrengthen their 
N party and carry into effect their deſigns, they had re- 
Y courſe to meaſures which muſt have ſunk a good 
W cauſe into diſrepute,—a bad one it-rendered infa- 
W mous. By ſeditious and inflammatory publications 
: they endeavoured to poiſon the public mind, —to 
1 deceive the people, to excite their * Jealouſy, and 
55 rouſe their * The 
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Cific meaſures ; holding them up to public deteſta- | 
: tion as, lukewarm patriots, as being under Britin 
influence, —friends to Great-Britain, and enemies to 
their, country. Their ſpeeches they mutilated, and 
handed ſcraps, of them to the public in ſuch a form, 


The enemies of peace and order were greatly aided 
in their deſigtis, by: finding," in ſeveral parts of the 
Union, ptinters of neus. papers, who regarded ſo little 
a their duty to the public, as to devote their preſſes to 
| che cauſe of ſedition, and to ſuffer fal ſehood, ſlander, 
1 and miſrepreſentation to flow. copio 
* pers, which ſhould have been ſacredly employed as 
the vehicles of public inſtruction and political in- 
| formation. In thoſe papers they defamed and abuſed 
public character, they miſrepreſented and cenſured 
meaſures of. goycrament,—they endeavoured to 
__ eaſtan odium on the moſt n 
F eee on account of their moſt meritorious 


zoufly'in thoſe pa- 


1 


neritorious officets of 


4 


in F | "They, abuſed. 9 8 Preſident $i anime 
: his conſtitutional authority in order to preſerve 
gur peace. They vilified and traduced thoſe mem- 


1 of Congreſs, y ho advocated: J mod erate | and Fa pa- 


znd ſo detached from their connection, as entirely to 


pervert their meaning, and convey ſentiments which 
vere never entertained by their authors. 


By the circulation of thoſe paperÞ ſuſpicions . 


b fown . the people," the public ſentiment was 
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= miſled, and the public feelings agitated. And the 
1 ſpirit of diſorder, uneaſineſs, and oppoſition, by 


which the public tranquility was threatened In every 


part of the Union, in one part of it actually broke 


out in avowed oppoſition to the laws, and open re. 


a » $ bellion againſt the government. 


- Theſe, which I have mentioned, are ſome of the 


leading eircumſtances; which have operated to diſ- 
turb our internal tranquility, —threatened to ſhake 
the fabric of our government—thus endangered our 
freedom, and rendered it difficult for the friends of 
once} in the adminiſtration of government, to pre- 


vent our country from being entangled in the Euro- 15 


pean war. 


Amidſt all e obſtacles to the tontimance of 


= peace and tranquility, through the wiſe and ſeaſon- 
able meaſures adopted by the Preſident, and the 


faithful exertions of the friends of peace and order in 


_ Congreſs, ſupported by the concurrence of public 
| ſentiment, and accompanied with the ſmiles of hea- 
ven, we yet enjoy the bleſſing of peace; ; and a fair 
proſpect, which is daily brightening, that we ſhall 
continue to enjoy it under circumſtances highly ad- 
vantageous, and conſiſtent with public faith and na- 
tional honour. Rejoicing in the continuance of peace, 
and the check; which has been given to a ſpirit of 
diſorder and Nlurrection; we have reaſon to bleſs 
t the day, when the friends' of peace and advocates of 
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loſing their influence,—that the honeſt and well- 
meaning citizens, who had been duped by their ar- 
tifices, and betrayed into their meaſures, begin to be 
undeceived,—and that the ſocieties, which had arro- 
gantly uſurped the prerogative of the people, and 
were endeavouring to dictate to their repreſentative 


| dwindling into inſignificance. 
To the continuance of peace, the ſuppreſſion of 
inſurrection, and the triumph of order it is chiefly . 
owing, that this country is, in GONE A OH in ſo | 
flouriſhing a condition. 1 ROE 
It requires but little diſcernment 5nd y Side: com- 
mon attention to perceive, that the unexampled 

5 proſperity of the ſeveral claſſes of our citizens, our 
rapid improvement in agriculture and manufactures, 
the ſurpriſing increaſe of our commerce and naviga- 
tion, the prodigious acceſſion of wealth and ſtrength 

to the community at large, and the eaſy circumſtan- 
g ces of the inhabitants in general, of every claſs, are 


ſeveral years peace, a good government, and internal 
tranquility have/ produced. And ning i is more 
— than that all theſe marks of proſperity muſt. 


2. receive 5 


8 7 


moderate meaſures prevailed over thoſe, who, by raſh 
and violent proceedings, would have precipitated our 


country into a ruinous war. And we have the further 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing, that the leaders of faction are 


government, .and to controul i its meaſures, are faſt 


chiefly owing to that regular courſe of things, which 
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the neceſſity 


Peace and proſperity, which Tania che only hope of 
its final extinction. The 


1 


receive a check and ſome of them perhaps be utter- 


1y annihilated, were we to engage in a war with any 


of the European powers, or were our government to 
be materially ſhocked by faction. 
There never was a time heretofore. when this 


2 country was in ſo flouriſhing a condition, and made 


ſo reſpectable a figure abroad, as it does at this day. 


Among many other evidences of our increaſing 


wealth, power, and importance, it is particularly 


worthy of our preſent notice, that notwithſtanding 


the long and-expenſive war by which we purchaſed 


D our independence, the reſources of the United States 
| are ſuch, as to enable them to pay, with a great deal 


of eaſe, the intereſt of the public debt; and that the 
preſent debates in Congreſs, on the reduction of the 
public debt, diſcover to us that there is ability in the 


nation and a diſpoſition in our government, by a 
pretty rapid proceſs to ſink the principal. It is 


highly. honarary to the United States, and a ſource 


of conſolation to the citizens; that, while other na- 
tions, already burdened with debt to the utmoſt ex- 


tent of their reſources, are yet madly plunging into 


the moſt ruinous wars to add tor their embarraſſ- 


ments; it is the enlightened. policy of our govern- 


ment to avail itſelf of che preſent proſperity to relieve 


the country. of exiſting debt, and, if poſſible, to avoid 
increaſing it, and to prolong that 
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| ofides;tannecefivry. They are ſeen and felt by all 


> unuſual proſperity ; that the means of a comfortable 
| ſubſiſtence were never more than now within the | 


line of life are highly encouraged—rhat they receive 

| | | 1 . | 

a ſure and ample reward and that this reward is well 
ſecured to him who earns it, are facts ſo obvious, * 


Gy 


86 2% 1 
The ſucceſs, which has attended the late negocia- 
tion with the court of Great- Britain, furniſhes anoth- 


er proof of our national reſpectabilitv. We have 7 
authentic, though not official notice, that the'En- IE 
voy Extraordinary, lately ſent by our Supreme Ex- 
ecutive to the Britiſh court, on buſineſs of the moſt 


intereſting nature, has effected the deſign of his miſ- 
fion. This ſucceſs, while it evinces that our friend- 
ſhip i is of ſome importance in the eſtimation of other 
powers, we have reaſon to hope and expect, will 
contribute much to our future Fan; and r 

en ily EE | 
N enumerate the marks of private proſperity : 
_ would lead me beyond the limits of a-ſermon. It is, 


the inhabitants of our land. That people in general WE, 
of nearly every claſs and occupation enjoy a ſtate of 


reach of all; that induſtry and enterprize in every 


"ow can neither.be overlooked nor conteſted. 


_ "Equally certain it is, that we live under a 020 
"a free government; ; as mild and free: as we can 
bear—a government, under which ch individual 
has given up as few of his natural rights, as is con- 

ſiſtent 


Es 2's 909 


rules over all; 
are due to they Father of lights, from whom comes down 
ory Leal and Perfect gift. e 


1 
ſiſtent with the ſecure enen of the reſt in a Nate 


of ſociet ). 8 


For all theſe fe public bleſſities and dick of private | 
pedſper ity, which diſtinguiſh our condition as a peo 


ple and as individuals, let the juſt tribute of our uni- 
ted thanks aſcend this day, as an acceptable ſacrifice; 
to that God, by whoſe providence we enjoy them all. 


And while, with hearts deeply impreſſed with a | 
ſenſe of our obligations, we unitedly praiſe the Lord 


| for theſe indications of divine benignity ; 10 piouſly | 


noticing the footſteps of a kind providence in our na- 
tional concerns: the proclamation directs us, at 


ea the ſame time humbly and fervently to beſeech the 


« kind Author of theſe bleſſings graciouſly to prolong | 


them to us, and to imprint on our hearts a deep 


« and folemn ſenſe of « our obligations: to him for 


« them. 


While we hold i in juſt eſtimation the patriotic ex- 


| ertions of thoſe men, who were inſtrumental | in fra- 
ming and eſtabliſhing the happy government under 
which we live, as well as of thoſe who have been the 


means of preſerving to us the great bleſſing of peace, 


and promoting our proſperity; let us yet always bear 


in mind, that, in effecting theſe bleſſed ends, they 


were but the inſtruments of that providence, which 
and that our firſt acknowlegements 


This 


TT ww } 
This direction of the Preſident to expreſs a pious 
cenſe of dependence on. the great Governor of the 
world is peculiarly ſeaſonable at the preſent day, x 
hen we are in ſo great danger of imbibing the arhe- 
iſtic ſentiments ſo openly avowed and publicly coun- 7 
>  tenanced by a nation, with which we have * con- 
nections and conſtant intercourſe. e 
„„ French people, as was naturally to be a; 
40 in their zeal to deſtroy every veſtige of the an- 
cſent tyranny and ſuperſtition, have gone to a la- 
mentable exceſs on the other extreme. They have 
tao evidently confounded government with tyranny, 
and religion with ſuperſtition: ' We are not however 
to ĩmagine, as has been too haſtily believed by ſome, 
that the French are become a nation of albei. Vet 
it is certain that a very conſiderable proportion of the 
nation have exploded all religion; and, in ſome of 
their moſt public and ſolemn acts, their government 
has virtually rejected the doctrine of a God govern- 
ing the. © world. by his providence. While we put a 
candid conſtruction on the preſent infidelity and i ir- 
eligi ion a of the: French, attributing it to their zcal to | 
exterminate all ſuperſtition ; and while we hope and 
believe that; ere long, t! 7 will vibrate back again E 
to ſome rational ſyſtem of religion, we cannot be. too 
Careful to o the ee 40 heir idee bein 
ciples. e "th Eb 
Next to acknowleging he, hand 7... which _ 
Tr tn 5 bleſſings 
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7 bleſſings flow, it it is neceſſary for \ us © * rightly to efti- 
mate their immenſe value.“ It we eftimate our 
public bleſlings according to their worth, we ſhall 2 
never be willing to ſacrifice them to private intereſt, 


party prej judices, national pride, paſſion, or reſent= 
ment. It will be our wiſh to prolong them to the 
lateſt period, and to preſerve them unimpaired. 


We are directed to pray, chat God would * pre- 
( ſerve us from the arrogance of proſperity, and from 
| 1 | © hazarding the . we e by Heere 
9 . N c 
Nations are apt to grow arrogant and rde 
== ous, as they become rich and powerful; and wan- ; 
= | tonly to engage in deſtructive wars, which ſerve to 
erxxhauſt the treaſures, and waſte the ſtrength of the 
country, to contaminate the morals of the people; 
and, by a certain proceſs, to corrupt their govern. 
ment and undermine their liberties. They will ſac. 
rifice the lives and property of the inhabitants to na- 
tional pride and reſentment ; and, inſtead of endea- my 
vouring to reconcile differences with other nations 
5 by fair negociation, will bring the heavieſt calamities 
on the country, by appealing to the fword for de- 
18 cifion on the moſt trifling occafions, 2 
Another danger to which we are expoſed by me 
1 | perity is, that, as we increaſe in wealth, we ſhall. 
1 progreſs in luxury 3 that diſtinctions i in fociety will 
be marked * ſtronger _ as we depart from that 
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«© mediocrity 
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: mediocrity of . which, as yet, very much 
diſtinguiſhes the ſituation'of the inhabitants of this 
country ; and that, as inequality of condition gradu- 
ally increaſes, we ſhall gradually loſe our republican 
ſentiments and manners, and with them our repub- 


lican form of government. God forbid this ſhould 


ever be the caſe ! But certainly. there is a natural 
tendency toward it, which i it requires ſome care both | 


in the Government and in the people to guard againſt. 
The body of the people, eſpecially i in the middle 


— lower walks of life, muſt cheriſh the republican 
| virtues. They muſt be diſtinguiſhed by induſtry, 0 
5 frugality, and temperance; ſo as to maintain their f 
individual freedom and independence, and prevent 
1 the wealth, and with 1 it the power of the community, 
from ſertling into the hands of a few. 


And the Government would do well to ſet the peo- 


22 ole an example of republican plainneſs and frugality. 
Were perſons in high office in government to diſ- 


241 


countenance by their example the introduction of | 


1 luxury, extravagance, and diſſipation, it might have 
95 conſiderable influence on the manners of ſociety at 
large. They may further ſubſerve eſſentially the 
public good by purſuing regular and uniform mea- 
ſures in the adminiſtration of government; by a fixt 


nd permanent policy; and by holding up as few 


biete of ſpeculation as poſſible, which ſerve to diſ- 
2 e the exertions of patient induſtry, by enabling 


5 7 
1 LY} F 
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1 which endanger the advantages we now enjoy, r 


made, by taking advantage of the iy indigna- 
tion at the depredations made on our commerce by 
the Britiſh inthe Weſt-Indies, to ſtir up the people - 
and the government to acts of hoſtility in return. 
Beſides the numberleſs incidental calamities of war, 
| the expoſure of the lives and property of the citizens, 
ſuch a meaſure muſt have brought on us, it muſt have 
been the occaſion of increafing beyond all calcula- 
tion our public debt, and in equal e * Y 
| wenting our public burdens. 


3 * 

nter citing individuals, and often the leaſt aſeful 
members of the community, to acquire large fortunes 
without. induſtry, and without en any _ 


r is 55: 
The Preſident's caution 6 aplal deluſive purſuits, 


minds us of certain commercial regulations propo 


in Congreſs for the purpoſe of promoting the com- 
mercial intereſt of the country. Upon thorough = 


examination of their nature and tendency i it appeared 
that they muſt, in the iſſue, have operated extremely 


1 | to our diſadvantage. This being the caſe, the adop- 
1 tion of them with the expectation of their promoting N 
EL Garage: muſt baue TOO a "wp deluſive 
bY KB purſuit. - ot Hi . 


It e us of eee A FAB 1 


A more deluſi ve purſuit can ſcarcely his; a 


than that of plunging a nation in war to obtain in- 


"Y 6 D demnification 


demnification for injuries, whictiz\tf ebtaines; wou it 


. 


pay but an inconſiderable part of the probable ex- 


pences of the war. Eſpecially where any hope re- 


mains of an amicable Ras» of difficulties 'by f 


negociation. Alan SIR 0 e 3 
It leads us again to think. of the adams; daily 


made againſt our government by perſons, who would 


make the people believe it too ariſtocratic in its s form 


and oppreſſive i in its operation. 20 8 
Under our preſent government, where each man : 


is fairly repreſented, where all, except: in'a very few 
caſes of incapacity,” are alike candidate 
and every public officer is ſubject to the law, and ac- 


for office, 


countable for his cond 


ct in office; there is as much 


freedom and equality bs can exiſt with ſocial” order. 
Every attempt to leſſen the confidence of the people 


in their public ſervants, to ſpread diſcontent and 


jealouſy, to foment a ſpirit of faction, to excite! in- 


ſurrection or oppoſition to the meaſures of govern- 
ment; and all — of the deſigns and 


meaſures of men in 1 have a certain tendency | 
to undermine and c inſtead of increaſing, the 


freedom of the 5. ob This the leaders of faction 


know. - But they have popular themes of declama- | 


tion with;which to ie the people; and they 


have it in their power, by diſguiſing well their real 


views, to delude into their meaſures en honeſt and | 


2 firm friends to OY with order. 
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Equally unfriendly to the continuance of liberty 


n equal rights are the popular ſocieties eſtabliſhed 


in this country as checks on our government. 
Whatever may be their pretences to democratic 
principles, they conſtitute a dangerous ariſtocracy. 
They are inconſiſtent with any permanent govern- 
ment, as they tend to keep a country in a ſtate of 
perpetual revolution. In the hiſtory of France for 


three years paſt we have melancholy evidence, that 


they put it in the power of a few popular and am- 
bitious individuals to controul the operations of the 


repreſentatives of the people, and in effect to 8 


eiſe the whole power of the government. 


A fpirit of jealouſy is the ſoul of a ns | 
government. By watching faithfully the meaſures 
of government, the people have it in their power to 


keep in office thoſe men who ſerve them with fidel- 
W ity, and purſue meaſures promotive of the general b 
= good, and to diſplace thoſe who do not. 


But this is a ſervice they can only perform them- 
ſelves, It is not capable of being delegated to oth- 
They can neither with propriety nor ſafety Wn: 

ſee it in the hands of men they do not know; men 


5 who have nothing to recommend them to public 
= confidence, but their own high pretenſions to ex- 


alted patriotiſm and concern for the liberties of the 


= pcople—pretenſions, which none but their qwn ſo- | 
7 ciety have acknowicged, and which we do not 


know 


— . l , 
2 mg Hg — y Pros - - 
— 2 , <1 — . — — — — — mM — : — — — S . 
WEIS IX YG it = CURIE SY ORCS "Lt > 19g ph Pn ws gg ou SYS ye — — - —_— * 
e 2 De 2 a> — 1 7 —_ . 2 2 — 
— 
i 
— 
= 


r N r . att. c „„ Wyo . 2 - 5 
2 . | l - 3 * __— as. + mm * 
rr Yer. e xo; 


ENS IE ORE I 


cue qc 


ASA 


= rr > 
2 2 


—— —— — Py 


— — — 
— — — 


i} 
K 4 
i [ 
HH, 
t3z 
mn 
: # 
Ni 


— 2 — —— r —— IE oa - „ 
2 . e — 8 r > - . 
. n * w- * _—— CO POP OM — ” VIE 188 3 a Pac > ys BS on Es 
1 - S * h "ke 
— — 2 + wang, 4 rr. 2 Pays r — = oy $i. "Ht Ir a > „ 
= — — Ss Sts — 2 rr => — 3 — — > 
—— — — . ͤ DT—ͤ—ñ— 2 rr 2 22 g 
— — — 4 = - — 
—— <oy n . . * 


K... . ⁵˙˙u!;,l.. QuCwCO—u—= rs 
8 — — — — —.— — — 
_ — We — — 


binations of men for the purpoſe of oppoſing, e em- 
barraſſing, or controuling the operations of govern- = 
ment, or influencing elections; ; as friends to > liberty, = 
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win that all might be vigilant in guarding their 
bh rights, and in preventing the corruption of govern- 
ö ment, and checking its tendency toward deſpotiſm. 


combined againſt him and oppoſed his wiſe govern- 
ment, ſeems peculiarly applicable to the combina- 
tions againſt our Federal Government. Slay them 


ui, le my people forget ; Scatter them by thy power, 
and bring them down. It is not to be wiſhed that 


political lethargy. But it is deſirable that it ſhould : 
be preyente 
combinations, of men, ſhaking : the fabric of govern- 
ment. A little fermentation gives a proper anima- 
tion and vigour to che body politic; but, carried to 
exceſs, it cen copyulfions,. which threaten dif. 


our "prevent — unleſs we « merit it by not 


. 
NW 


E 


A 


Know that they bre ever n by Actual ex 
rtions for the public good. 4 


„ 4 


White as friends | to order, \ we repr rebate all com- 


4. 


we ſhould cherith : a ſpirit of jeatouly, and earneſtly 


The prayer of David reſ pecting thoſe, who were 


oppoſition ſhould be wholly extinguiſhed. It would 
be an unfavourable. ſymprom. It would denote a 


riſing to exceſs, and, by. powerful 5 


ted from 


ſolution. 


3 «vi 1 


9 


Again. We ate not to expect the continuance of 


9 abuſing 


18 


ts) 


We ſhall be guilty of abuſing our advantages, if, 


as a nation, or as individuals, we become vain, pre- 
ſumptuous, and infenſible of our obligations; cor- 

rupt an licentious in our manners, regardleſs of the 3 
1 Pau of piety and morality, and inattentive to 
55 religious obligation and ſocial duties. And we ſhall 
1 deſerve to loſe our excellent government and the 


freedom i it ſecures, if we ever become, on the one 


== hand, ſo inattentive to our rights, as to allow the 

government to become oppreſſive; or ſuffer in- 

10 triguing men, on the other hand, to amuſe us witk 
che idea of more perfect freedom, ſo as to undermine 
the principles of our excellent conſtitution, and by 


their inffdious manceuvres to excite diſcoritent, wing =o 
: produce 4 revolution. 2 


While our primary and principal view, in i im- 


proving with fidelity our national advantages, and 
making © our conduct as citizens and as men, cor- 
5 reſpondent to them,” is to ſecure and perpetuate 
thereby our individual intereſt and the common good 
of our country ; it is natural and juſt for us to make 
it a ſecondary conſideration, at a time hen the con- 
vulſions of Europe oblige ſo many to quit their na- 
tive countries and ſeek a ſecure and peaceful retreat 
abroad, to render this country a ſafe and propitious 
«aſylum to the unfortunate of other countries:“ 
A ns One aers 


1 abußng them, by our gratitude for them, and by 
« a correſponding conduct as citizens, and as men.“ 
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e 
and, with our faithful exertions, to join our united 
and fervent prayers for this happy effect. 


While we again pray, that true and uſeful 
o 8 may be extended among us, and that 


_« habits of ſobriety, order, morality and piety may 
be diffuſed and eſtabliſhed,” ler us accomg 


V our 
prayers with the moſt zealous and faithful benign, 


15 to promote theſe definable ens, oo inilor 


As long as the inhabitants of this conntyy | ſhall be 
attentive to the ſubject of education, extending pub- 


lic advantages, as is now done in this and ſome of 
the other ſtates in the union, to the children of every 
claſs of citizens; and as long as we ſhall be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the general prevalence of the habits of 
3 ſobriety, order, morality and piety, there can be no dan- 
ger of our loſing the bleſlings of freedom and good J 
government. But, certain it is, theſe bleſſings will 
be no longer ours, when thoſe habits ſhall be loſt, 
and the general extenſion of the means of education 
ſhall be neglected. We ſhall always have a govern- 
ment ſuited to our character. Freedom and order 
can be ſupported only in an enlightened and virtu- 
ous community. Ignorance and vice require the 
ſeverer diſcipline of arbitrary power. And it is 


their natural tendency to introduce it. Fo 
When we extend our view to other countries, in 


| many of them we meet with ſtriking evidences of 


the * 0s of This laſt remark. . We find that igno- 
rance 


1 
rance and ſuperſtition, and a prevalence of bad mor- 
als are the ſupport of deſpotic power. 

Our ſatisfaction in contemplating the Wg 
condition and bright proſpects of the United States 
is checked, when we contraſt with ĩt the calamities 
of other a ions, which are either oppreſſed by deſ.. | 
potic power, involved in the miſeries of deſtructive 


war, Or ſtruggling with faction at home and conflict 
ing with foes abroad in the cauſe of liberty. 


Enjoying ourſelves the ſweets of peace, freedom, | 
ſocial order, and proſperity, and ſympathizing in thje 
ſufferings of thoſe to whom theſe bleſſings are de- 
nied, let it be our fervent and devout prayer to Al- 
mighty God, that all the bleſſings we poſſeſs or 


aſk for ourſelves, may be imparted to the whole 
Tn Wo 1 of mankind.” Pp 
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